The naso-oro-pharyngo-laryngeal airway.
Many of the muscles affecting the caliber of the upper airways have been shown to undergo a change in tone rhythmically timed to fit the breathing cycle. Failure in this function can adversely affect airway patency as in sleep-apnea. In normal persons the action of these muscles stabilizes the upper airways in a manner analagous to the action of the intercostals on the intrathoracic portion of the breathing apparatus. An important subject for future investigation is the exact nature of the nervous pathways involved.